
The FNRI-DOST conducted 
its 2016 Planning Workshop 
on November 24-27, 2014, 
at the Batangas Country 

Club, Bolbok, Batangas. This year’s 
workshop aims to craft  and fi rm 
up the Insti tute’s 2016 annual plan 
and the Research and Development 
Agenda on Food and Nutriti on, 2016-
2020. The theme for this year is 
“Making the FNRI R&D Agenda more 
responsive to the needs of every Juan 
and Juana”. 

The acti vity, organized by the Planning 
and Evaluati on Unit (PEU) involved 
the FNRI’s management and technical 
committ ee members, project leaders,  
with some selected  senior  and  junior  
staff  and DOST-conferred Scienti st. 

In his opening remarks, Dr. Mario 
V. Capanzana, gave a presentati on 
on the Global Food and Nutriti on 
Situati on and R&D Opportuniti es. He 
said that despite the numerous food 
and nutriti on programs implemented 
globally and locally, the problem 

on malnutriti on sti ll exists. He 
underscored the need to come up 
with new and innovati ve technologies 
and strategies to address the problem. 
Changing the mindset for nutriti on by 
incorporati ng nutriti on perspecti ve in 
development and sectoral programs 
should be considered. Public and 
private alliances should be employed 
and R&D results should be translated 
into policies so it will be felt by Juan 
and Juana. 

The fi rst two days of the workshop 
were devoted to laying-out the 
divisions’ and groups’ plans for 2016-
2020. This year’s workshop was given 
a new twist by the Management 
and the Secretariat. Fresh from 
the “eff ects” of the APEC Leaders’ 
Meeti ng conducted a week before 
the workshop, the FNRI divisions 
and groups named themselves aft er 
APEC countries. Each country had 
a president or prime minister, an 
executi ve secretary, a spokesperson 
and two (2) ambassadors. Each one 

played a criti cal role in craft ing the 
R&D needs today and beyond. The 
identi fi ed R&D needs focused on 
eight (8) major areas of concerns. 
These include the “fi rst 1,000 days”, 
undernutriti on, overnutriti on, 
micronutrient defi ciency, indigenous 
people, gender equality, senior 
citi zens and diff erently-abled 
and other nutriti on concerns. 
The workshop was facilitated by 
two young, vibrant and digitally- 
connected staff  of FNRI, Ms. Julia 
Gubat, Senior SRS of the Nutriti on 
R&D Group (NRDG) and Engr. Roque 
Adarna, SRS II of Technology Diff usion 
and S&T Services Division (TDSTSD).  

Apart from the R&D needs identi fi ed 
by the parti cipants, the outputs of 
the Stakeholders’ Forum on Craft ing 
FNRI’s R&D Agenda on Food and 
Nutriti on for 2016-2020 held in major 
citi es of six diff erent regions of the 
Philippines were also considered in 
draft ing the R&D and S&T programs 
and projects of the FNRI divisions and 
groups for the next fi ve years. The 
series of Stakeholders Forum were 
held in Zamboanga, Davao, Legaspi, 
Cebu, Baguio and the Nati onal Capital 
Region in October and November 
2015. The theme of the forum on 
“Responding to the Needs of every 
Juan and Juana for Improve Quality of 
Life” was synonymous with the theme 
of the planning workshop.    

On the third day, division and group 
plans for 2016-2020 were presented. 
Several collaborati ve projects across 
divisions were identi fi ed. Targets 
for publicati ons and applicati on of 
intellectual property for technologies 
developed were recommended 
to be included or revisited by the 
technical divisions. The third day of 
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the workshop was capped with a 
fellowship night and socials which 
served as breather for the parti cipants 
and organizers. 

As the current DOST administrati on 
term comes to an end in June 2016, 
the signifi cant accomplishments in 
the last fi ve years were presented 
by the technical and administrati ve 
divisions on the last day of the 

workshop. The presentati on focused 
on what has been done to att ain 
the President’s key result areas on 
poverty reducti on and empowerment 
of the poor and vulnerable and rapid, 
inclusive and sustained economic 
growth. Accomplishments that 
responded to DOST Secretary Mario 
G. Montejo’s priority programs were 
presented as well. A discussion on 
administrati ve matt ers concluded the 
last day’s workshop. The Finance and 
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The Philippines is presently 
beset by multi ple forms 
of malnutriti on, from 
undernutriti on and 

overnutriti on to the rising incidence 
of non-communicable diseases like 
lifestyle-related diseases of diabetes 
mellitus and cardiovascular diseases. 
This situati on serves as both a 
challenge and an opportunity for the 
FNRI-DOST to expand its research and 
development (R&D) initi ati ves in food 
and nutriti on. The use of informati on 
and communicati on technology (ICT) 
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further enables the development and 
diff usion of these R&D initi ati ves. 

R&D programs that are innovati ve, 
relevant, appropriate and responsive 
to the needs of Juan and Juana 
are imperati ve in craft ing FNRI’s 
2016-2020 R&D agenda on food 
and nutriti on. The fi rst-ever FNRI 
stakeholders’ forum was held in six 
(6) key citi es in the country to elicit 
insights and recommendati ons from 
the Insti tute’s various allies for this 
purpose. Food and nutriti on concerns 

on undernutriti on, overnutriti on, 
micronutrient defi ciencies and the 
fi rst 1,000 days were at the hub of 
discussions. Similarly, concerns on 
gender equality, indigenous people, 
diff erently-abled and senior citi zens 
were also emphasized as these areas 
and populati on groups are as important 
as the rest of other vulnerable sectors 
of society.

FNRI partners from four (4) sectoral 
groups: regional line agencies, private 
sector, academe and local government 
units converged to identi fy needed 
R&D programs and projects. These 
included in-depth studies that consider 
local uniqueness as they relate to food 
and nutriti on issues. Impact studies 
on existi ng FNRI projects in terms of 
tangible benefi ts for Juan and Juana 
were also pinpointed. The need for 
more sustained informati on, educati on 
and communicati on undertakings was 
also highlighted.

The convergence of the four sectoral 
groups in the forum att ested to the 
common pursuit of ensuring that 
Juan and Juana are off ered equal 
opportuniti es to be well-nourished and 
lead happy and producti ve lives. 
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Administrati ve Division is the essenti al 
partner of the technical divisions 
in carrying out and ensuring the 
successful implementati on of FNRI’s 
R&D and S&T programs and projects. 

Dr. Ferdinand B. Oamar, OIC, Offi  ce 
of the Deputy Director, in his closing 
remarks thanked the parti cipants 
and the secretariat for the successful 
conduct of the planning workshop.  


