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FOOD AND NUTRITION RESEARCHES TOWARDS POLICY 
DEVELOPMENT: STRENGTHENING CAPACITY FOR POLICY 

TRANSLATION AND ADVOCACY

Julieta B. Dorado, Rowena V. Viajar, Clarita R. Magsadia, Chona F. Patalen, 
and Georgina S. Caraig

Background:
The Food and Nutrition Research Institute of the Department of Science and Technology (FNRI-DOST) 
continuously invests on linking research and policy development, as we face the challenge of addressing 
the persistent problem of malnutrition among  our young children. 

Objectives:
The project aimed to continuously promote the use of evidence-based data in the formulation of policies 
through advocacy and policy recommendations. 

Materials and Methods:
The project reviewed and analyzed Senate Bills and House Bills on all aspects related to nutrition, food 
safety, sustainable development and environmental protection; developed position papers on Senate Bills 
and House Bills; and, conducted advocacy meetings with local chief executives and local government unit 
(LGU) officials, particularly, to promote infant and young child feeding. 

Accomplishments:
The project primarily focused on the strategies related to linkages and networking and science and technology 
(S&T) activities. For linkages and networking, the project worked on crafting of comments on House Bills 
(HB’s) which were based on evidenced-based data/information. Some of the HB’s commented were on: 
food security regulatory system; promoting the use of urban farming in Metropolitan areas and, promoting 
comprehensive program on breastfeeding practices and milk regulation. The FNRI also responded to 
participation in technical working group committee involvement to review policies on sugar consumption, 
among others. For the S&T activities, the FNRI advocacy on complementary feeding through the DOST 
PINOY strategy resulted to several resolutions at the local level. 

Challenges and Future Directions:
This advocacy project continuously addresses the challenge to bring to the policy arena the results of R&D 
efforts and institutionalize nutrition intervention programs through policies both at the local and national 
levels. The local chief executives and the local government officials could serve well in the efforts to promote 
the program for young children.  Some challenges and concerns have yet to be responded: 1) the need 
to review the policy documents; 2) continuous follow-up of the local government units to ensure that the 
resolutions will be crafted, approved and implemented; and 3) capacity building of FNRI staff for policy 
advocacy, research, and crafting of resolutions.


