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Background: 
In support of the Millennium Development Goal (MDG) of reducing the prevalence of underweight among 
0-5 year old children to 13.6% by 2015, the Malnutrition Reduction Program (MRP) is being implemented 
as an expansion of the DOST-FNRI Intervention to address malnutrition in all regions of the country. The 
feeding intervention was field-tested in 2011 in Antique, Iloilo, Occidental Mindoro and Leyte where the 
prevalence of malnutrition among 0-5 year old children was high. With the positive results of the field testing, 
FNRI-DOST continued the same strategy under the MRP. In 2012 funds from DOST-MRP was granted to 
FNRI for the procurement of equipment to produce the FNRI-developed Rice-Mongo (RM) complementary 
foods. The program identified 16 beneficiaries in strategic areas in the country. In 2013 equipment grants 
were given to eight (8) Local Government Units (LGUs), State Universities and Colleges (SUCs) and a 
private foundation. Likewise, two (2) entrepreneurs also adopted the technology, purchased the equipment 
and commercialized the FNRI RM complementary food. In 2014, MRP Phase 2 provided equipment and 
transferred the technology to another eight (8) beneficiaries composed of LGUs and SUCs who expressed 
intention to commercialize the products and conduct feeding programs in their areas. 

 
Objectives: 
The main objective of the project was to facilitate the adoption and sustain the production and 
commercialization of the FNRI developed nutritious complementary foods by providing basic equipment to 
make the complementary food readily available in all regions. 

 
Methodology: 
The eight (8) remaining LGUs /SUCs beneficiaries for the equipment grants were assessed for the readiness 
of their production plant. Upon compliance with the requirements, the equipment were delivered and installed. 
Debugging/commissioning of the production equipment, technology transfer and training on producing the 
complementary food were also undertaken. 

 
Results: 
Seven (7) LGUs are one (1) SUC in strategic areas of the country with high prevalence of malnutrition and 
with strong commitment to the program were granted equipment for producing the FNRI-developed RM 
complementary food. Trainings on the use of the equipment for the production of complementary foods were 
conducted. 

 
Conclusion: 
Provision of equipment for the production of complementary foods can enhance the production, 
commercialization and distribution of the complementary foods. 

 
Recommendation: 
Encouraging LGUs, NGOs and entrepreneurs to adopt and commercialize the FNRI-developed 
complementary foods is recommended. More promotional activities among LGUs and private entrepreneurs 
should be conducted to increase awareness on the benefits of the FNRI developed complementary foods. 


