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backgRound

Knowledge sharing of research and development (R&D) and science and technology 
(S&T) efforts to the stakeholders is a step towards utilization of researches. As a sub-
component of a partnership research of the FNRI-DOST and World Bank Philippines, 

entitled, An Assessment of the Nutrition Situation in the Philippines, the series of policy 

dialogues were conducted as a way 
of research results dissemination. 

objective: 
To provide venue for presentation and discussion 
of the research results on maternal and children 
nutrition through series of policy dialogues.
 
mateRials and methods: 
Consultations through policy dialogues were 
conducted at the provincial/municipal, cities and 
national levels. Municipal level dialogues were 
specifically done in the four (4) provinces of Rizal, 
Occidental Mindoro, Albay, Zamboanga del Norte 
and in the cities of Taguig and Muntinlupa. At the 
national level, the policy forum was participated by 
representatives from national government agencies 
(NGAs), national and international development 
partners, non-government organizations (NGOs), 
private industry and media partners. For both 
these levels, the dialogues focused on sharing of 
experiences, lessons learned from the field and the 
ways forward to address maternal and child nutrition 
concerns. 

Results and Findings: 
The participants at the provincial/municipal/city levels 
affirmed the results of the study presented in the forum. 

Specific results confirmed were on local governance 
such as the effect of devolution, inaccuracy of 
Operation Timbang (OPT) data, the sustainability of 
the programs, absence of monitoring and evaluation 
system for nutrition programs, and rapid turn-over of 
volunteer health workers. At the national level, the 
Philippines’ poor nutrition performance compared 
to its ASEAN neighbors, prevalence of child 
undernutrition and the increasing adult overnutrition, 
declining micronutrient deficiencies although infant 
anemia is still high with packets of high prevalence 
in some regions, food security remains a problem for 
majority of Filipinos, and food availability and access 
were identified as concerns. 

conclusion and Recommendations: 
In response to the challenges raised, the 
stakeholders both at the national and sub-national 
levels recognized the emerging paradigm of the 
“First 1000 Days” for nutrition intervention efforts. 
It is recommended to enhace local governance, 
increase resources for nutrition and improve nutrition 
information systems. 
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